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ST. MARGARET COLLEGE MIDDLE SCHOOL COSPICUA 
Half-Yearly Examinations – February 2016 
 
 

Subject: English     Form: Year 8        Time: 2 hours 

 
Name: ___________________________________   Class: _____________ 

 
 
SECTION A – LANGUAGE                15 MARKS 

 

A. Underline the correct form of the verb.  The first one (0) has been done for you.  

                                                                                                                               (5 marks) 

 

Sam and Detective Amanda (0) (jumps, jumped, jump) the water together.  Sam went under 

and (1) (come, is coming, came) up. ‘Help!’ he (2) (shouted, is 

shouting, had shouted), going under again. ‘I (3) (can swim, am 

swimming, can’t swim)!’ he shouted, as he came up again and 

went under for the third time.  Sam’s life (4) (pass, had passed, 

passed) in front of his eyes as he went down, down, down into 

the green water. His childhood in London.  Visiting his mother 

and father in prison.  His first girlfriend.  His first bank robbery.  

Judy, he (5) (wasn’t going, is going, has gone) to see her again. 

He (6) (is willing, will, won’t) never get to hear her voice again! 

‘(7) (Don’t worry, do worry, does not worry), you lovely man,’ called Detective Amanda.  

‘I’m an Olympic 400-metre champion.’  She (8) (is swimming, swam, had swam) over to 

him, (9) (catches, catch, caught) him under the arms as she (10) (does, did, had done) before 

during her life-saving training.  She started pulling him towards the boat. 

 

B. Choose the appropriate adjective form given in brackets.  The first one (0) has been 

done for you.  Some of the adjectives used need to be in either the comparative or 

superlative form; ex: bigger, biggest.                                                                 (5 marks) 

 

St. Lambert, a (0) (small, smaller, smallest) town near 

Montreal, Canada, is the (1) (good, best, worse) choice for a 

relaxing weekend escape.  A visit to the Marcille museum is a 

(2) (wonderful, more wonderful, most wonderful) chance to 
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see some of the (3) (great, greatest, greater) Canadian art.  Visitors can cycle along the St. 

Lawrence River and admire the breath-taking scenery.  Shoppers will enjoy a walk down 

Victoria Street, where the (4) (expensive, more expensive, most expensive) boutiques sell the 

latest fashionable clothes.   

 

However, visitors can enjoy a cup of (5) (hottest, hotter, hot) chocolate in front of a roaring 

fire in one of the (6) (good, better, best) cafes in the town.  There are also many (7) (more 

famous, famous, most famous) restaurants, like Capitains, where one can taste the (8) 

(delicious, most delicious, more delicious) French onion soup.  For those with a (9) (sweeter, 

sweetest, sweet) tooth, the local pies are a must!  

 

The peace and quiet of the town offers tired visitors a welcome, refreshing break from their 

(10) (most busy, more busy, busy) lives.   

 

C. Fill in each blank using ONE word from the box.  The first one (0) has been done for 

you.                                                                                                                       (5 marks) 

to But for at On 

after If in of And 

John Andrews is a young English tourist who is travelling 

abroad tomorrow.  (0) Just now he’s having breakfast (1) 

_______ home.  (2) ___________ breakfast, he is going out 

to do a lot (3) ________ things.  He’s going (4) ________ 

Harrods to buy a backpack.  It all started with an advert (5) 

_________ the newspaper. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are organising a holiday walking tour (6) _______ the north of Scotland 

this summer.  We are going to cover 150 miles of mountainous country in 

ten days.   

It’s going to be hard work. It’s going to be tough. You’re going to be wet, 

cold (7) ________ tired a lot of the time.  (8) ________ it’s going to be fun!  

(9) ________ you’re young and fit, and if you like beautiful places – why 

not join us?             (10) _______ more details, write Box 1346, Edinburgh 

Times. 

 

(10) _______ more details, write Box 1346, Edinburgh Times.  
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SECTION B – READING COMPREHENSION                                                20 MARKS 

Read the passage about the sea turtle which is on a separate sheet and then answer the 

questions below. 

Questions 

1. Say if the following statements are True or False.                                        (2 marks) 

 

a) When the turtle gives her final push in par. 2, she can still control her direction of 

travel.                                                                                    TRUE / FALSE 

b) Brian Long is a turtle expert.         TRUE / FALSE 

c) Bob and Brian could see that the turtle was breathing.      TRUE / FALSE 

d) When Biscuits was taken near to the sea, she knew that she was near her home.

             TRUE / FALSE 

 

2. Write down the thing the turtle could not do once the waters started becoming too 

cold.                                                                                                                    (1 mark) 

_____________________________________________________________________  

                                                                                                                            

3. Why is the turtle very cold?                                                                              (2 marks) 

_____________________________________________________________________   

 

4. Biscuits was really hurt when she was found.  

Write down five of her problems.                                                                 (2½ marks)  

a. _______________________________ 

b. _______________________________ 

c. _______________________________ 

d. _______________________________ 

e. _______________________________ 

 

5. Why did the doctors have to be careful when raising Biscuits’ temperature?   (1 mark) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Which two signs told the volunteers that Biscuits was ready to be released?  (2 marks) 

 

a. She looked like a rock.   _____ 

b. She started hunting live prey.   _____ 

c. Her skin got better.    _____ 

d. Her weight increased.    _____ 

e. Her infection cleared up.   _____ 

f. She was placed in a cushioned crate.  _____ 
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7. Write two things which the rescuers did to make sure that Biscuits was comfortable and 

protected before her flight.                                                                                     (2 marks)                                                                     

a. ________________________________ 

b. ________________________________ 

 

8. Match the words on the left to their meanings from the passage on the right. 

                                                                                                                       (2½ marks) 

a. seawards    ___ in critical danger of extinction 

b. release     ___ taking small bites 

c. endangered    ___ towards the sea 

d. biologist    ___ being let go, freed 

e. nibbling    ___ scientist who studies living beings 

 

Questions on Text 2                                                                                               (5 marks) 

9. True or false? The largest loggerhead turtle ever found was 90cm long  

                                                                                                               TRUE / FALSE.                                                                                                                                                                                          

10. How long do most loggerhead sea turtles live? _____________ 

11. When did sea turtle numbers start decreasing? _____________ 

12. Which of the three human activities leading to population decrease has to do with 

humans not leaving enough places for sea turtles to lay their eggs? 

________________________ 

13. Where is the biggest number of turtles born? ________________________ 

 

 

SECTION C – LITERATURE                                                                              20 MARKS 

POETRY – UNPREPARED TEXT 

 

Read the poem and answer all the questions that follow.                                   (10 marks) 

 

Biking Free            

Black tyres spin- 

pattern’s tread- 

spokes flicker- 

legs of lead. 

 

Steel rim squeals- 

brake blocks clasp- 

squeeze as hard- 

as a bully’s grasp. 
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Streets blur by- 

eyeball stings- 

handles gleam- 

cycle sings. 

 

Pounding pulse- 

heartbeats’ race- 

clicking gears- 

furious pace. 

                                                         By Pie Corbett 

Questions 

1. The poem is about:                                                                                              (1mark) 

a. a man driving a car 

b. a cyclist during a race 

c. a cyclist enjoying  a relaxing ride on his bike. 

 
2. Make a list of all the bicycle parts mentioned                                                  (3 marks) 

a. _____________________________________ 

b. _____________________________________ 

c. _____________________________________ 

d. _____________________________________ 

e. _____________________________________ 

f. _____________________________________ 
 

3. What figures of speech are the following phrases taken from the poem. Choose the 

best answer from the brackets and write it in the space available. 

(alliteration, personification, simile) 

a. ‘legs of lead’                                                                                                       (1 mark) 

      ____________________________________  

b. ‘blur by’                                                                                                              (1 mark) 

      _____________________________________ 

c. ‘Squeeze as hard, as a bully’s grasp’?                                                               (1 mark) 

      _____________________________________________ 
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4. Find a word in the second stanza that imitates a sound.                                          (1 mark)                                                                                                                                   

      _____________________________________________ 
 

5. Which word or phrase in the fourth stanza shows that the cyclist is enjoying his ride? 
                                                                                                                            (1 mark)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

      ______________________________________________ 

 
6. Does the poem rhyme? Is it regular or irregular?                                                    (1 mark) 

      ______________________________________________  

 

PROSE – UNPREPARED TEXT 

 

Read the passage and answer all the questions that follow.                                (10 marks) 

 

I prop myself up on one elbow. There’s enough light in the bedroom to see them. My little 

sister, Prim, curled up on her side, cocooned in my mother’s body, their cheeks pressed 

together. In sleep, my mother looks younger, still worn but not so beaten-down. Prim’s face 

is as fresh as a raindrop, as lovely as the primrose for which she was named. My mother was 

very beautiful once, too. Or so they tell me. 

 Sitting at Prim’s knees, guarding her, is the world’s ugliest cat. Mashed-in nose, half of one 

ear missing, eyes the colour of rotting squash. Prim named him Buttercup, insisting that his 

muddy yellow coat matched the bright flower. He hates me. Even though it was years ago, I 

think he still remembers how I tried to drown him in a bucket when Prim brought him home. 

Scrawny kitten, belly swollen with worms, crawling with fleas. My mother got rid of the 

vermin and he’s a born mouser. Even catches the occasional rat.  

(Extract adapted from The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins) 

1. What is the narration of this text? Underline the best answer.                                  (1 mark) 

a. First person narration. 

b. Second person narration. 

c. Third person narration. 

 

2. What is the setting of the story? Where does the story take place? Underline the best 

answer.                                                                                                                       (1 mark) 

a. In a school. 

b. In a house. 

c. In a hospital. 
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3. The word ‘cocooned’ in the first paragraph is used to describe how the mother and 

daughter were sleeping. What feeling does the word give to the reader? Underline the best 

answer.                                                                                                                       (1 mark) 

a. Indicates that the mother and daughter were sleeping far apart from each other. 

b. It expresses warmth and closeness between mother and daughter. 

 

4. What figure of speech is this? Underline the best answer.                                        (1 mark) 

     ‘as fresh as a raindrop’  

a. Metaphor 

b. Simile 

c. Personification 

 

5. Can you find another example of the figurative speech mentioned in question 4 in the text? 

Remember – this figure of speech uses ‘as’ or ‘like’ to compare one thing to another.  

                                                                                                                                   (1 mark) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. From the language she uses, do you think that the author likes the cat? Circle the right 

answer.                                                                                                                       (1 mark) 

                        Yes                                                 No 

7. Does Prim like the cat? Circle the right answer.                                                       (1 mark) 

                        Yes                                                  No 

8. Do you think that the cat was good at hunting mice? Circle the right answer.         (1 mark) 

                         Yes                                                  No 

9. The author uses a metaphor to describe the colour of the cat’s eyes. What does he compare 

the colour to?                                                                                                             (1 mark) 

 

10. The author presents us with a flashback or memory of an event in this text. Explain the 

episode she recounts.                                                                                                 (1 mark) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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SECTION D – COMPOSITION                                                                           25 MARKS 

 

Write between 100 and 150 words on ONE of the following. 
 

1. Write a story about a happy experience you had. 

 

2. Write an article for your school magazine about a day out you spent with family or 

friends. You may wish to include who you went with, the places you visited and any 

activities you took part in. 

 

3. Write an email to your friend in which you tell him/her about your town/village feast. 

Your email address is aborg@gmail.com and you want to send an email to 

stanbrown@gmail.com Use these email addresses to complete your email. 

 

From:  

To:  

Subject:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:aborg@gmail.com
mailto:stanbrown@gmail.com

