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ST. MARGARET COLLEGE SECONDARY SCHOOL 

Half-Yearly Examinations – February 2015 

 
Subject: English Listening Comprehension         Form: 1                          Time: 15 minutes 

 

                                                                Teacher’s Paper 

Instructions for the conduct of the Listening Comprehension Examination 

The teacher should instruct the candidates to answer the questions on the paper provided. 

The following procedure for reading the Listening Comprehension passage is to be 

explained to the candidates immediately before proceeding with the examination.  

 

 

 

 

You have been given a sheet containing the listening comprehension 

questions. You will be given three minutes to read the questions based 

on the passage.  The passage will be read at normal reading speed.  

You may take notes during the reading.  After this reading there will 

be a pause of another three minutes to allow you to answer some of 

the questions.  I shall read the passage a second time and you may 

take further notes and answer the rest of the questions.  After this 

second reading you will be given a further three minutes for a final 

revision of the answers. 

 

 

a.  3 minutes  –  Students read questions. 

  

b.  3 minutes  –  Teacher reads passage aloud for the first time while students take 

notes. 

 

c.  3 minutes  –  Students answer questions. 

 

d.  3 minutes  –  Teacher reads passage for the second time. Students may answer 

more  questions.  

 

e.  3 minutes  –  Students revise final answers.  

 

Level 6-7 
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ST. MARGARET COLLEGE SECONDARY SCHOOL 

Half-Yearly Examinations – February 2015 

 
Subject: English Listening Comprehension         Form: 1                          Time: 15 minutes 

TEACHER’S PAPER 

The Chinese New Year  

The Chinese New Year is the most important of the 

Chinese holidays, and is a time of feasting with the family, 

dragon dancing, celebrations, fireworks and gift-giving. It 

is a 15-day extended holiday, beginning on the first day of 

a new moon and ending with the full moon on the day of 

the Lantern Festival. 

The Chinese calendar is based on the lunar year, so the date the of Chinese New Year 

changes every year. The Chinese calendar follows a 12-year pattern with each year named 

after an animal. There are various stories which explain this. The simplest is that Buddha (or 

the Jade Emperor) invited all of the animals to join him for a New Year celebration, but only 

12 animals turned up.  

To reward the animals that did come, Buddha named a year after each of them in the order 

that they arrived, starting with the Rat, followed by the Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, 

Horse, Goat (or Sheep), Monkey, Rooster, Dog and Pig. Some people believe that those born 

during a particular year, such as the year of the Horse, will have some of the characteristics of 

that animal. 

One in every six people in the world celebrates the Chinese New Year. Customs vary in 

different parts of the world but everywhere the main idea is to remember the family and wish 

everyone peace and prosperity in the coming year. 

The date of Chinese New Year is different for each year and the next one will be on 

19 February 2015, when it will be the Year of the Goat. 

Level 6-7 


