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ST. MARGARET COLLEGE SECONDARY SCHOOL  

Half-Yearly Examinations – February 2015 

 
Subject: English Listening Comprehension               Form:  1               Marking Scheme 

 

1. Write True (T) or False (F) in the correct box according to what you hear in the 

passage.                                                                                                                  (4 marks) 

 

   True False 

a.  For the Chinese the New Year is an important celebration.  √  

b.  In 2015 the Chinese will celebrate the Year of the Monkey.   √ 

c.  The date of the Chinese New Year is always on the same day.   √ 

d.  People celebrate with their families.    √  

 

           

2. Underline the correct answer.                                                                               (1 mark) 

Which animal did not go to the party? 

a. The pig 

b. The rabbit  

c. The lion 

d. The sheep 

3. Match the phrases to form sentences. Follow the example.                              (4 marks) 

a On this day people give c went to the party. 

b Each year is named d ends with the full moon. 

c Only 12 animals b after an animal. 

d The holiday  e fireworks. 

e People set off a presents to each other. 

   

        

4. In which month of 2015 will the Chinese New Year start?                                (1 mark) 

February 
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ST. MARGARET COLLEGE SECONDARY SCHOOL 

Half-Yearly Examinations – February 2015 
 

 

Subject: English       Form: 1                Marking Scheme 

 

SECTION A – LANGUAGE                                                                                 15 MARKS 

A. Put the verb in brackets into the correct form. The first one (0) has been done for 

you.                                                                                                                  (5 marks) 

1. have 

2. catch 

3. works 

4. lives 

5. bought 

6. put 

7. was 

8. enjoyed 

9. think 

10. send 

  

B. Look at the picture below and fill in the blank spaces with the correct word. 

Each word can be used only once. The first one (0) has been done for you. 

(5 marks)                                                                                                 

1. between 

2. next to 

3. under, inside 

4. above 

5. in front of 

6. on 

7. near 

8. in 

9. opposite 

 

C. Fill in the blanks with the comparative or superlative form of the adjectives in 

brackets. The first one (0) has been done for you.                                      (5 marks) 

1. the highest 

2. lower 

3. the longest 

4. The busiest 

5. the best 

 

B. SECTION B – READING COMPREHENSION                                            20 MARKS 

 Read the passage about Coron Island which is on a separate sheet, and then answer 

the questions below. 

1. Underline the correct answer.                                                                            (2 marks) 

a) This type of article is normally found in 

Level 5-6-7 
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iii. a tourist magazine 

b) Barracuda Lake is 

i. not easy to reach 

 

2. This article is written for persons who are interested in (sailing, diving, fishing) 

                                                                                                                             (1 mark)                                                           

 

3. What TWO kinds of ship are present in the waters around Coron Island?                 

                                                                                                                            (2 marks) 

a) War ships      b)  Supply ships 

4. Fill in the blanks with information from the text.                                              (2 marks) 

Sixty (60) years ago, twelve (12) ships were sunk 

 

5. Write down TWO things that divers can do when they go down to the shipwrecks.  

                                                                                                                            (2 marks)                                

a) They can swim through the rooms  

b) They can see the coral formations on and around the ships. 

 

6. Which two words in the text show that, even though it is difficult to get to Barracuda 

Lake, you will enjoy yourself there?                                                                   (1 mark) 

                                                                                                   

 worth it 

 

7. Choose the correct answer.                                                                                 (1 mark) 

The temperature at the bottom of the lake is hotter than at the top because 

 

iii. The lake is in a volcano. 

 

 

8. In paragraph 4, the word experienced means that the divers who try to enter the cave 

need to be experts.                                                                                               (1 mark) 

          

                                                                                                                          

9. Match these words to their meaning as they are used in the text.                      (4 marks) 

a. fanatic  (par. A) ii a person who is interested in a hobby 

b. attractions (par. B) i a place visited by tourists 

c. truly (par. D) iv really 

d. quest (par. E) iii a search, a trip of discovery               

 

 

10. What do the following words refer to? They have been underlined in the text to make 

them easier to find.                                                                                             (4 marks) 
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a. Here (par. B) Coron Island 

b. they (par. B) 12 Japanese Warships 

c. it (par. C) The lake 

d. them (par. E) The waters of Coron Islands 

 

SECTION C – LITERATURE                                                                              20 MARKS 

POETRY – UNPREPARED TEXT 

Read the poem and answer all the questions that follow.                                       10 marks 

Underline the correct answer.                                                                                         (1 mark) 

1. The speaker in the poem                                                                                      

c) likes watching the rain at night  

 

2. ‘Like a looking-glass’ is a simile. What is being compared to a looking-glass? 

                                                                                                                            (1 mark) 

      a)  the cars b) the rain  c)  the people           d) the shops 

            

3. ‘Magic lights’ is an example of a                                                                       (1 mark) 

a) simile.      b) personification. c) metaphor.   

 

  

4. Match the following words with rhyming words from the poem. Follow the example. 

                                                                                                                          (3 marks) 

 

      

      

 

 

 

 

   

 

5. What is the rhyming scheme of this poem?                                                        (1 mark) 

a) abab cdcd  b) abba cddc  c) abcd abcd 

 

            

6. Complete the following  sentence by choosing the correct answers from the brackets: 

This poem has (two, four, six, eight) lines and (two, four, six, eight) stanzas. 

              (1 mark) 

 

7. How do you feel when you hear and watch the rain at night? Why?               (2 marks) 

Accept any relevant answer. 

 

nights lights 

wet jet 

town down 

pass glass 
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PROSE – UNPREPARED TEXT 

Read the passage and answer all the questions that follow.                                   10 marks 

1. The sentence “It seemed like a giant was breaking firewood” suggests that the sound  

(could not be heard at all/was difficult to hear/was quite loud/was very loud) 

                                                                                                      (1 mark) 

 

2. What was making all the sounds mentioned in the passage?                            (1 mark) 

(the sun/the children/ the wind/the cars) 

3.  The “giant crunching his toast” is referring to the sound of the (tree falling on the 

school/ children walking/glass breaking/hamster running).                               (1 mark) 

  

4. What do these sounds refer to? Match the sound with a noun from the passage. 

                                                                                                                          (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. In the first paragraph the narrator uses a number of adjectives such as “dirty” and 

“huge” to make the sentences more interesting. Can you find two more adjectives 

from the second paragraph?                                                                              (2 marks)                                                                             

                                                                                       

 a)  large   b)  curious  

  

6. Find a phrase from the second paragraph that is quite funny. Write it down.   

                                                                                                                            (1 mark)                                                                           

“No lives were lost but the school hamster had to be treated for shock.” 

 

7.  Do you think that the children of the school who went to see what happened were 

happy or sad? Give a reason for your answer.                                       (2 marks)

                                                                   

Accept any relevant answer. 

 

SECTION D – COMPOSITION                                                                           25 MARKS 

MARKING CRITERIA  

Irrelevant content should initially be marked according to the marking grid (below) and   

    then up to 6 marks are to be deducted.  

word limit should be marked according to the marking  

    grid and then up to 3 marks are to be deducted.  

required minimum word limit should be marked  

    according to the marking grid and then up to 3 marks are to be deducted.  

a rattled e tree 

b slammed down c glass 

c shattered d toast 

d crunching a slates 

e crashing b billboards 



                              

Year 7 – English Half Yearly Paper 2015                                                                 Page 5 of 6 

 

: Up to 2 marks should be deducted if candidates do not observe the 

correct format of email writing – marks to be deducted as laid out below.  

  

Email Layout 

 ½ mark for TO: and address  

 ½ mark for FROM: and address 

 1 mark for SUBJECT: and short phrase 

  

 Marking Grid  

Candidate performance demonstrates:  

20 - 25 marks  

Excellent  

 

 

 

 

15 - 19 marks  

Very Good  

 

 

 

 

 

10 - 14 marks  

Pass  

 

 

 

 

 

5 - 9 marks  

Weak  

 

 

 

 

1 - 4 marks  
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Very Poor  

 

ss with no structure and very poor spelling.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


