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ST. MARGARET COLLEGE SECONDARY SCHOOL 

Half-Yearly Examinations – February 2015 

 
Subject: English Listening Comprehension         Form: 1                          Time: 15 minutes 

Name:  ____________________                  Class: ________________ 

1.Write True (T) or False (F) in the correct box according to what you 

hear in the passage.                                                                           (4 marks) 

   True False 

a) The Chinese New Year starts on a new moon and ends on a full moon.   

 b) Celebrations last for 15 days.    

 c) Nearly half of the people of the world celebrate this feast.    

 d) The start of the next New Year is the most important of all Chinese 

holidays. 

  

 

2. Choose the correct answer and underline it.                                                  (1 mark) 

      Buddha invited all the animals to the party 

a. and they all turned up. 

b. but only 16 turned up. 

c. but only 12 turned up. 

d. but none of them turned up.   

     

3. Tick (√) other FOUR activities that take place during the Chinese New Year. The 

first one has been done for you.                                                                     (4 marks)                

  

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

4. Give the exact date (day, month and year) of the start of the next Chinese New 

Year.                                                                                                                (1 mark)                      

_____________________________________________________________________ 

√ giving presents  swimming in rivers 

 discos  people wish each other peace  

 having a feast with 

the family 

 night hikes 

 animal races  fireworks 

 children’s fashion 

shows   

 dancing with dragons 

Level 6-7 
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ST. MARGARET COLLEGE SECONDARY SCHOOL 

Half-Yearly Examinations – February 2015 
 

 

Subject: English Comprehension Text                                                           Form: 1  

Big Adventure on a Small Island 

A Are you a diving enthusiast? Are you always looking for new underwater spots to explore 

and take some great pictures? Well, if you are, then you should come to Coron Island in the 

Philippines for a holiday of a lifetime.  

B Here, you will enjoy diving in the crystal blue 

waters of Coron and seeing lots of underwater 

treasures. Local fishermen will welcome you and also 

be your guides to the various underwater dive sites. 

The main attractions in the sea near Coron are the 12 

Japanese war and supply ships that sank here in World 

War II. The US Navy bombed the ships and they have 

been lying at the bottom of the sea for more than 60 

years. Most of these ships are undamaged, so divers 

can explore these shipwrecks with 2 boat dives per day. Divers can explore the rooms of the 

shipwrecks and see fantastic coral reefs and sea creatures on and around the ships. 

C Another underwater adventure is waiting for you 

in Barracuda Lake. Legends say that the lake’s 

name comes from a large barracuda fish living in 

the lake. There is a 20-minute climb up a difficult 

hiking trail over rocky limestone to get to the lake; 

but once you are there the marvellous view is worth 

it. This lake is actually in a volcano crater. Because 

of this, the water in the bottom part of the lake is 

hotter than at the top. The temperature suddenly 

changes from 27°C to 39°C.  There isn’t a lot to see at the bottom of the lake as the water is 

dark and muddy. As you go up, keep your eyes open for prawns. If you put out your fingers 

they will come right up to you. 

 D For more experienced divers only, there is a large deep cave to explore, but only one diver 

at a time can go into the cave because the passage is very narrow. This cave is a truly unique 

diving experience. 

E The waters of Coron Island promise so much to those curious enough to explore them. This 

island is a definite stop on the quest to discover the mysteries of the deep! 

Level 6-7 

A shipwreck 

Barracuda Lake 
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ST. MARGARET COLLEGE SECONDARY SCHOOL 

Half-Yearly Examinations – February 2015 
 

 

Subject: ENGLISH       Form: 1          Time: 2 hours 

 

Name: ___________________________________   Class: _____________ 

 

MARKS  

Listening Comprehension Oral Assessment Written Paper Total 

        

 

SECTION A – LANGUAGE                                                                                 15 MARKS 

A. Put the verb in brackets into the correct form. The first one (0) has been done for 

you.                                                                                                                  (5 marks) 

 From: sharon.mallia@nhk.co.jp 

 To: nicole.cutajar@friendmail.com 

 Subject: Greetings from Japan! 

  

 Dear Nicole, 

 How are you? I (0)  ’m sending  you an email to tell you about my new life in Tokyo, 

Japan’s capital city! 

 First of all, this is my typical day. After I wake up, I 

(1) ____________ (have) a bowl of miso soup. Then I 

(2) ____________ (catch) the train to go to work with 

my friend Yukie. She (3) ____________ (work) as a 

manager in the same company where I work. After 

work I usually visit my other friend, Mariko. She  

(4) ____________ (live) in a really beautiful area of 

the city, and we love to go shopping together. 

 Yesterday was a special Japanese holiday. It’s called the Floating Lantern Festival, and 

many Japanese go to parks to put a small paper lantern on a lake or river. Mariko and I  

(5) ____________ (buy) a small lantern each. We lit the candle inside the lantern and  

(6) ____________ (put) it on the water. Everything (7) ____________ (be) just 

marvellous.  

Level 6-7 
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 Well, that’s all for now, Nicole. I (8) ____________ (enjoy) myself, but I really miss you 

a lot. I (9) ____________ (think) about you everyday, you know? I can’t wait to return to 

Malta for a holiday to see all of my friends. Write back soon and (10) ____________ 

(send) my regards to all your family. 

 Lots of love, 

 Jo 

 

B. Look at the picture below and fill in the blank spaces with the correct word. 

Each word can be used only once. The first one (0) has been done for you.                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                   (5 marks) 

 

in below on in front of under inside 

opposite above between next to near  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

0.  The shoe rack is below the pictures on the wall. 

1. The coffee table is _____________ the sofa and the TV unit. 

2. The wastepaper bin is ______________the sofa.  

3. The DVD player is ______________ the TV, ______________ the TV unit. 

4. The window is ______________ the sofa. 

5. On the table ______________ the sofa there are some cans and empty packets. 

6. Some pictures are stuck ______________ the walls. 

7. The narrow door is ______________ the TV unit. 

8. A large round carpet is ______________ the middle of the room.  

9. The TV is ______________ the window. 
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C. Fill in the blanks with the comparative or superlative form of the adjectives in 

brackets. The first one (0) has been done for you.                                      (5 marks) 

 World Records 

 

 Our planet is one of (0) the most amazing (amazing) and wonderful places in the 

Universe. Take Mount Everest, for example. It is (1) _______________ (high) mountain 

in the world, at 8,848m. The highest mountain in Africa is Mount Kilimanjaro, which is 

(2) _______________ (low) than Mount Everest by 3,000m. 

 Rivers can be very long. The Nile is (3) _______________ (long) river in the world. The 

next two longest rivers are the Amazon and the Yangtze.  

 At the moment, many believe that (4) _______________ (develop) country in the world 

is the United States of America, but China is becoming more and more important. 

 Scientists believe that our planet was (5) _______________ (good) place in our Solar 

System for Mankind. Venus and Mars, the two planets closest to us, are either too hot or 

too cold for people to survive without spacesuits. 

SECTION B – READING COMPREHENSION                                          20 MARKS 

Read the passage about Coron Island which is on a separate sheet, and then answer 

the questions below. 

1. Underline the correct answer.                                                                           (2 marks) 

a) This type of article is normally found in 

i. a geography book. 

ii. an adventure story. 

iii. a tourist magazine. 

iv. a history book. 

 

b) Barracuda Lake is 

i. not easy to reach. 

ii. full of barracuda fish. 

iii. next to an active volcano. 

iv. a legend. 

 

2. Fill in the blanks with information from the text.                                              (1 mark)  

This article is written for persons who are interested in __________________. 

 

3. What TWO kinds of ship are present in the waters around Coron Island?       (2 marks)     

 

____________________________    __________________________________ 
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4. What happened to the 12 ships more than 60 years ago?                                   (1 mark)    

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

5. Mention the TWO things that divers can do when they go down to the shipwrecks.                         

                                                                                                                         (2 marks)    

a. ________________________________________________________________ 

b. ________________________________________________________________  

6. Which phrase in the text shows that, even though it is difficult to get to Lake 

Barracuda, you will enjoy yourself there?                                                          (1 mark)  

____________________________________________________________________ 

7. Why is the temperature at the bottom of the lake so much hotter than at the surface?   

                                                                                                                         (2 marks)  

____________________________________________________________________ 

8. Write down ONE word which describes the divers who try to enter the cave in the 

lake.                                                                                                                   (1 mark) 

       __________________________________ 

 

9. Match these words to their meaning as they are used in the text.                    (4 marks) 

a. enthusiast (par. A)  i. a place visited by tourists 

b. attractions (par. B)  ii. a person who is very interested in a hobby 

c. truly (par. D)  iii. a search, a trip of discovery 

d. quest (par. E)  iv. really                     

 

10. What do the following words refer to? They have been underlined in the text to make 

them easier to find.                                                                                           (4 marks) 

a. Here (par. B)  

b. they (par. B)  

c. they (par. C)  

d. them (par. E)  

   

SECTION C – LITERATURE                                                                              20 MARKS 

POETRY – UNPREPARED TEXT 

Read the poem and answer all the questions that follow.                                       10 marks 

Rainy Nights by Irene Thompson  

I like the town on rainy nights 

When everything is wet 

When all the town has magic lights 

And streets of shining jet!1 
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When all the rain about the town 

Is like a looking-glass,  

And all the lights are upside-down 

Below me as I pass. 

 

In all the pools are velvet skies, 

And down the dazzling street 

A fairy city gleams and lies 

In beauty at my feet. 

                                                           Meaning: 

                                              1.  a hard black shiny stone used for making jewellery 

Underline the correct answer.                                                                                         (1 mark) 

1. The persona in the poem                                                                                      

a) feels sad whenever it rains at night. 

b) enjoys the experience of a rainy night.  

c) tries to avoid watching the rain at night.   

d) does not show his feelings at all. 

 

2. The lights appear upside down because                                                              

a)  the speaker is watching a mirror image. 

b)  the speaker is in an upside down position. 

c)  they are being reflected in the street puddles. 

d)  the speaker is feeling dizzy. 

 

3. a)  ‘Magic lights’ is a figure of speech. What is this figure of speech called?             

                                                                                                                            (1 mark) 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

b)  Give one reason why the lights are described as ‘magic?’                    (1 mark) 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

c) Quote a line from the poem where there is a simile and explain what is being     

 compared to what.                                                                                     (2 marks)  

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

           ____________________________________________________________________ 

  

4. Which line shows that the speaker is probably taking a walk around town?     (1 mark) 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Why does the poet describe the city as “A fairy city”?                                      (1 mark)   

      

_____________________________________________________________________ 

  

6. Continue the following sentence by inserting numbers:                                    (1 mark) 

This poem has ___________ lines and ___________ stanzas. 

 

7. What is the rhyming scheme of the poem?                                                        (1 mark) 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

8. How do you feel whenever you hear and watch the rain at night? Why?         (1 mark) 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

PROSE – UNPREPARED TEXT 

Read the passage and answer all the questions that follow.                                   10 marks 

On the last day of October a freak storm hit the suburb of Woodley Park. Slates rattled off 

roofs, glass shattered, dirty dustbins chased dustbin lids along the streets, billboards were 

slammed down and at midnight there was a huge sound. It seemed like a giant was breaking 

firewood.  Then came an enormous crash followed briefly by the sound of the giant 

crunching his toast.   

In the morning everyone could see that a large tree had fallen, 

crashing down on to Grove Road Primary School. Everyone 

went to stare, especially the curious children of the school. No 

lives were lost but the school hamster had to be treated for 

shock. The school buildings were ruined. 

Adapted from Guess by Philippa Pearce 

In questions 1 - 3 underline the correct answer 

1. The sentence “It seemed like a giant was breaking firewood” suggests that the sound  

(could not be heard at all / was difficult to hear / was quite loud / was very loud). 

                                                                                                                 (1 mark) 

 

2.  What was causing all the sounds mentioned in the passage?  

             (the sun / the children / the wind / the cars).                                         (1 mark)

                                                                                               

3. What do you imagine when the writer says that the giant was crunching toast?     

(There was a giant eating. / The tree fell on the school. / The tree fell on a house. / 

There was the sound of thunder.)                                                                   (1 mark)    
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 4. What do these sounds refer to? Match the sound with a noun from the passage.         

                                                                                                                           (2marks) 

a rattled slates 

b slammed down  

c shattered            

d crunching           

e crashing              

 

5. In the first paragraph the narrator uses a number of adjectives such as “dirty” and 

“huge” to make the sentences more interesting. Can you find two more adjectives 

from the second paragraph?                                                                              (2 marks) 

 a)  __________________   b)  __________________    

  

6. Find a phrase from the passage that is quite funny.                                       (1 mark) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. How do you think the schoolchildren felt after the incident?  Why?    (2 marks) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

        

_____________________________________________________________________ 

   

SECTION D – COMPOSITION                                                                    25 MARKS 

Write between 100 and 125 words on one of the following: 

1. You are taking part in a competition in which you have to describe your best friend. 

Here are some points that might help you: 

 Name 

 Age 

 Appearance (how s/he looks like) 

 Where s/he lives 

 How long you have known each other 

 His/her hobbies 

 His/her favourite food 

 What makes him/her special  

  

2. Write an email to your friend to invite him/her to your birthday party. Give him/her 

all the necessary details of this event. Remember to start the email in the proper way. 

Here are some points that might help you: 

 Occasion 

 The age you are going to be 

 Date of party 



                              

Year 7 – English Half Yearly Paper 2015                                                                 Page 8 of 8 

 

 Location 

 Time of Event 

 Dress Code 

 Activities and Games 

 Food and Drink 

  

3. Write a story in your school magazine entitled: An Unforgettable Day. Here are some 

points that might help you: 

 Date it happened 

 The people you were with 

 The place it happened 

 The things you did and why 

 Things you have learnt and why you will always remember this day. 

 

Composition No. ____________ 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 


